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Abstract

This research addresses one of the most intricate issues in Arabic morphology and syntax: the
temporal signification of the *ism al-fa ‘il* (active participle). Grammarians and
morphologists have devoted considerable debate and analysis to this morphological form due
to the diversity of its semantic usage. The study examines the concept of the active participle,
its formation, its temporal implications, and the differing perspectives of classical and modern
scholars regarding this signification, drawing upon evidence from the Quran and Arabic
poetry while clarifying its primary function and meaning. The study utilizes examples from
the Holy Quran and Arabic poetry to apply the theories of classical and modern grammarians,
explain why the active participle was selected over other forms in poetic contexts, and
demonstrate its capacity to fix attributes, embody meanings, and evoke vocabulary suited to
the specific context and accompanying indicators. It also highlights the role of the active
participle in reinforcing and emphasizing meaning—thereby allowing for diverse temporal
interpretations and serving as a tool for precise, concise expression. The research concludes
that, although the primary temporal signification of the active participle relates to the present
and future, it is not isolated from contextual indicators that may shift its meaning to the past
tense; furthermore, the disagreement among grammarians on this matter concerns the
definition of the primary usage rather than a denial of the secondary usa.
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