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Abstract
This research examines the aesthetics of simile in the poetry of Al-Nabighaa Al-Dhubyanii.
Simile stands out as one of the most prominent rhetorical devices that contributed to shaping
the poetic imagery during the Pre-Islamic (Jahili) era. It brings the intended meaning closer to
the recipient’s mind while imparting clarity, artistic beauty, and emotional impact to the visual
image. Pre-Islamic poets relied heavily on similes to depict their feelings and experiences,
body forth their ideas, and clarify their intentions. It serves as one of the most indicative
methods of a poet's mastery and ability to represent and express meanings.
As the Pre-Islamic era constituted a foundational stage in the history of Arabic literature,
poets paid significant attention to the beauty of imagery, deriving their similes directly from
their surrounding environment and its diverse natural phenomena. Al-Nabighaa’s poetry, in
particular, is characterized by diction, masterful description, vivid imagery, and an exceptional
ability to employ similes aesthetically—combining clarity with precision. His work reflects a
rhetorical and artistic maturity that earned him a distinguished standing among the foremost
poets of his era.
His similes are marked by structural harmony, artistic truthfulness, and profound figurative
imagery. Rather than relying on artificiality, Al-Nabighaa achieved deep poetic meaning and
structural balance through a dignified style. Given that classical Arab critics and rhetoricians
held the simile in high regard for its role in image-building, studying its aesthetic dimension
in Al-Nabighaa’s poetry reveals his advanced rhetorical prowess and enduring status in Arabic
literature.
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