Sada Al-Jamiah Journal for Humanities (&5lwdy) a shall daalal) saa dlas)
Volume 4 - Issue 3 - 2026 - Pages 299-309
Website: https://oujournals.ly/index.php/sajh/index

The Olympic Games as a Tool of Soft Power in International

Politics
Anwer Mohamed Ahmed Abujanah **, Ali Mohamed Ahmed Abujanah 2
1 Department of Regional and International Studies, School of Strategic and International
Studies, Libyan Academy for Postgraduate Studies — Al-Khums Branch, Libya
2 Department of Curricula and Teaching Methods, Faculty of Physical Education, Misrata
University, Libya
“ Email (for reference researcher): dranwer21@gmail.com

4 gal) Alpad) B dacLil) 5 gl 31418 Aal oY) uladY)

2 zlin sl deal dese o F 2l gl deaf dana ) gl
& Lbel) b all Al sl €Y1 65l 5 At Jiae¥ ) Cilash ol A yan el sall 5 saliy ) sl yall and |
L ¢ el
Lund ¢ pume ol il o i) S (o) (3l i 2

2026-08-09 &ill g 5 <2026-08-07:J 58 gl 2026-05-29:63KuY) )l
Abstract
By analyzing the changing link between sports and politics, this study sought to understand the
Olympic Games' function as a significant soft power weapon in international politics. It
examined how the Olympic Games have evolved from a major international athletic event to a
diplomatic platform that countries utilize to raise their stature and influence abroad. Using a
descriptive-analytical methodology, the study reviewed academic literature and earlier
research, examined various international experiences of using the Olympic Games to
accomplish political, economic, and cultural goals, and analyzed theoretical frameworks related
to soft power and sports diplomacy.
According to the study's findings, the Olympic Games have evolved into a strategic weapon in
international politics that helps nations improve their reputation abroad, foster public
diplomacy, and broaden the scope of intercultural collaboration and communication. The
findings also demonstrated that participation in and hosting the Olympic Games is a way for
nations to promote their national and cultural identities, draw in investments, boost tourism,
and strengthen their soft power. The study also showed that, despite ongoing instances of
politicization and sports boycotts that undermine the Olympic movement's neutrality, the
International Olympic Committee and international sports organizations are crucial in
strengthening sports diplomacy.
The study concluded with a set of results, namely that the effectiveness of the Olympic Games
as a tool of soft power is linked to the ability of countries to integrate them within their national
strategies and foreign policies in a way that achieves sustainable gains at the political,
economic, and cultural levels, and enhances their presence and influence in the contemporary
international system.
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