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Abstract

This study examines the economic conditions of Cyrenaica during the Ptolemaic period and
demonstrates how the region’s natural and geographical advantages contributed to the
formation of a diversified and prosperous economy. Agriculture represented the principal
economic activity, benefiting from fertile soil, abundant rainfall, multiple water sources, and
varied terrain extending from the coast to the plateaus and inland areas. The region was famous
for producing wheat, barley, legumes, olives, grapes, and different fruits, in addition to
silphium, which acquired major medical and commercial importance and became a prominent
symbol on Cyrenaican coins. Agricultural production also generated a surplus that allowed
grain to be exported to Greek cities, particularly during periods of famine.

Livestock contributed significantly to the economy, as natural pastures supported the breeding
of sheep, goats, cattle, and horses. The horses of Cyrene were especially known for their quality
and speed and were used in warfare, racing, and pulling chariots. The population also benefited
from meat, milk, wool, hides, and animal hair.

The region witnessed industrial activities that included olive pressing, wine production, pottery,
perfumes, figurines, grain milling, fish salting and drying, metalworking, and coin minting. The
circulation of gold, silver, and bronze coins reflected the development of commercial and
financial transactions.

Trade flourished because of the region’s location and ports, especially Ptolemais, which
connected Cyrenaica with Egypt, Greece, Carthage, Rome, and the Hellenistic world. Grain,
silphium, horses, timber, wool, and hides were exported, while metals, marble, pottery, and
spices were imported. Taxation was also an important source of Ptolemaic revenue and was
imposed on land, crops, buildings, slaves, and goods, either in cash or in kind. The study
concludes that the Ptolemies preserved earlier economic foundations while reorganizing them
and integrating Cyrenaica into their wider state economy. Inscriptions also reveal regulated
measures, prices, storage, and market supervision systems.
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