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Abstract

This study examines the henna ceremony in Libyan marriages as a rite of passage with symbolic and social
dimensions. It highlights its collective nature, reflecting meanings of identity, protection, fertility, and sanctity.
The study draws on Van Gennep's theory of rites of passage and Victor Turner's symbolic approach to analyze this
ritual. It also employs a qualitative anthropological methodology based on observation and oral accounts. The
study concludes that henna represents the bride's transition between two social stages and reinforces collective
values. It affirms that the continuation of this ceremony reflects its role in preserving the cultural identity of Libyan
society.

Keywords: Ritual, Symbol, Rite of Passage, Collective Identity, Folk Sacredness, Cultural System, Henna, Libyan
Wedding.
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